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■ This year’s Senate contest in Dela¬ 
ware offers voters in the Diamond 
State a clear ideological choice. In¬ 
cumbent Democratic Senator Joseph 
Biden, whose “Liberal” outlook is con¬ 
firmed by an anemic career Conserva¬ 
tive Index rating of only 19 percent, is 
seeking a third term against a strong 
challenge by Conservative Republican 
state senator John Burris. With an 



increasing number of Americans 
recognizing the crucial relationship be¬ 
tween the size of government and 
threats to their personal liberty and 
prosperity, and therefore calling for 
less government at all levels, politi¬ 
cians who have worked to expand the 
size, cost, and regulatory reach of 
government have become increasingly 
vulnerable. The Biden camp is justi- 
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fiably jittery as the election nears. 

Joseph Robinette Biden Jr. was 
born on November 20, 1942, in Scran¬ 
ton, Pennsylvania. A graduate of the 
University of Delaware, he received 
his law degree from Syracuse Univer¬ 
sity and was admitted to the Delaware 
Bar in 1968. From 1970 to 1972 he was 
a member of the New Castle County 
Council. In 1972 he was elected U.S. 
Senator by a razor-thin margin, re¬ 
ceiving 116,006 (50 percent) to 112,844 
(49 percent) for his G.O.P. opponent. 
He was re-elected in 1978 with a more 
comfortable majority of 58 percent. 
Biden serves on the Budget, Foreign 
Relations, and Judiciary Committees. 

Now, let us review some specifics 
of Senator Biden’s voting record. 

Panama Canal. On March 16,1978, 
and April 18, 1978, Senator Biden 
voted (respectively) for the Panama 
Canal “neutrality” and “transfer” 
treaties which removed the strategic 
waterway from U.S. ownership and 
control. Both of these giveaway trea¬ 
ties were passed by two-vote margins. 

On July 26, 1979, the Senator voted 
for legislation required to implement 
the treaties. Prior to the roll call, the 
Senate considered a number of im¬ 
portant amendments intended to pro¬ 
tect the interests of our country. One 
would have required congressional ap¬ 
proval before any U.S.-owned Pana¬ 
ma Canal property could be trans¬ 
ferred to Panama. Two others would 
have (1) withheld payments to Pana¬ 
ma from Canal revenues unless the 
U.S. had first been reimbursed for 
its costs of implementing the 1978 
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treaties, and (2) withheld such pay¬ 
ments if either the President or Con¬ 
gress determined that Panama was di¬ 
rectly or indirectly interfering in the 
affairs of another nation. A fourth 
proposal would have precluded treaty- 
mandated payments to Panama from 
Canal revenues if either Congress or 
our President determined that Pana¬ 
ma’s Marxist-oriented regime was di¬ 
rectly or indirectly interfering in the 
affairs of another nation. And, yet 
another amendment would have 
authorized the President to take ap¬ 
propriate actions to assure that the 
Canal remained secure and open, even 
if it meant overriding actions of the 
Panama Canal Commission. Senator 
Biden voted against each of these 
protective amendments. 

On September 25, 1979, the Senate 
considered the final conference re¬ 
port on the bill to implement the Pana¬ 
ma Canal treaties. It was the last op¬ 
portunity for Senators to vote against 
the Canal giveaway, but Senator 
Biden voted/or the conference report. 

Friends And Foes. Senator Biden’s 
record regarding legislation which in 
various ways assists our nation’s Marx¬ 
ist enemies, while undermining 
friendly non- or anti-Communist re¬ 
gimes, is disturbing. For instance: 

September 27, 1973: Voted to cut 
off military assistance to South Viet¬ 
nam and Laos at a time when neither 
had yet fallen into Communist hands. 

May 29, 1974: Voted to kill an 
amendment intended to deny Export- 
Import Bank loans or credits to any 
Communist country. 
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June 11, 1974: Voted to kill an 
amendment to authorize the Secretary 
of Defense (subject to congressional 
and Presidential review) to halt the 
export of goods and technology to the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc nations 
if he determined that such exports 
would significantly increase the mili¬ 
tary capability of those countries. 

October 1, 1974: Backed an amend¬ 
ment barring funds for military as¬ 
sistance to pro-U.S., anti-Communist 
Chile. 

March 15, 1977: Voted to repeal the 
Byrd Amendment which had allowed 
importation of chromium ore from 
Rhodesia, contrary to the unprece¬ 
dented (and unprincipled) United Na¬ 
tions trade sanctions against the anti- 
Communist nation. Today, thanks in 
large part to those Biden-supported 
U. N. sanctions, once pro-Western 
Rhodesia is led by a former terrorist 
who has moved the country (now called 
Zimbabwe) into the Marxist camp. 

June 14, 1977: Voted to kill an 
amendment requiring U.S. representa¬ 
tives to international lending institu¬ 
tions (such as the World Bank) to vote 
against loans to nations violating hu¬ 
man rights and to oppose by voice and 
vote all loans to the brutal Marxist 
regimes presently occupying Cuba, 
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. 

July 26, 1978: Voted to kill an 
amendment which would have re¬ 
versed a provision adopted in 1977 
which requires the Secretary of State 
automatically to approve any applica¬ 
tion for a non-immigrant visa by a 
member of a Communist organization 
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seeking to enter the United States of 
America. 

July 31, 1978: Voted to kill an 
amendment instructing the U.S. ex¬ 
ecutive director of a proposed new 
International Monetary Fund facility 
to oppose loans to nations which pro¬ 
vide aid or assistance to international 
terrorists and aircraft hijackers. 

August 10, 1978: Voted to prohibit 
economic assistance to anti-Commu¬ 
nist South Korea under the Food for 
Peace program. 

January 24, 1980: Voted to grant 
lucrative Most Favored Nation 
trading status to the tyrants of Red 
China. 

January 29, 1980: Voted for a bill 
to provide $75 million in foreign aid to 
the Communist dictatorship in Nica¬ 
ragua. 

November 17, 1981: Voted against 
an amendment to prohibit foreign aid 
to Zimbabwe after January 31, 1982, 
unless all North Korean military per¬ 
sonnel were first removed from that 
Marxist state. 

February 10, 1982: Voted against an 
amendment which would have pro¬ 
hibited the Commodity Credit Corpo¬ 
ration from paying debts owed by 
Poland to American banks unless the 
Communist country were first de¬ 
clared to be in default on its loans as 
required by C.C.C. rules. In conse¬ 
quence, American taxpayers paid $71 
million of Poland’s debt so the Com¬ 
munist dictatorship there could go 
right on borrowing money. 

September 23, 1983: Voted to kill an 
amendment to require the United 
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States to oppose loans by the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund to Communist 
dictatorships. 

April 4, 1984: Voted to delete $21 
million in covert aid to the anti-Com- 
munist Nicaraguan rebels seeking to 
free their country from Marxist op¬ 
pression. 

Foreign Aid. American foreign-aid 
handouts between 1946 and 1980 (in¬ 
cluding the interest charges) totalled 
$2,304,257,900,000, which is an 
amount far greater than our current 
National Debt of some $1.52 trillion. 
Despite the widespread unpopularity 
of foreign aid for which the taxpay¬ 
ers foot the bill. Congress insists on 
funding it lavishly, and Senator Bi- 
den has done his part. Following are 
just a few of the examples of for¬ 
eign aid he has helped to squander: 

October 2, 1973: Voted to authorize 
$2 billion in economic aid for Fiscal 
Years 1974 and 1975. 

May 29, 1974: Voted to authorize 
$1.5 billion as the U.S. contribution to 
the fourth replenishment of the In¬ 
ternational Development Association. 

May 6, 1976: Voted to authorize $50 
million for the U.S. contribution to 
the Asian Development Fund. 

June 14, 1977: Voted to authorize 
$5.2 billion for six international lend¬ 
ing institutions over Fiscal Years 1978- 
1981. 

October 19, 1977: Voted to appro¬ 
priate $6.8 billion for Fiscal 1978 
foreign-aid programs. 

September 22, 1978: Voted to ap¬ 
propriate $9.2 billion for Fiscal 1979 
programs. 
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June 19, 1979: Voted to authorize 
$1.8 billion in aid for Fiscal 1980. 

June 16, 1980: Voted for the bill 
authorizing contributions of $3.24 bil¬ 
lion to the International Development 
Association and $360 million to the 
African Development Bank. On that 
same date, he also voted to increase 
the U.S. quota in the International 
Monetary Fund by approximately $5.5 
billion. 

December 15, 1981: Voted for the 
bill authorizing $5,901,070,000 in Fis¬ 
cal 1982, and another $5,960,570,000 in 
Fiscal 1983, for foreign aid and re¬ 
lated programs. 

June 8, 1983: The Senator was ab¬ 
sent when the vote was taken to autho¬ 
rize an $8.4 billion increase in the U.S. 
contribution to the International 
Monetary Fund, but he publicly an¬ 
nounced that he would have voted 
for it. 

Foreign aid, as much as any other 
single program, is responsible for the 
deficit-ridden fiscal quagmire in 
which we find ourselves today, thanks 
to the support it has received (and 
continues to receive) from such poli¬ 
ticians as Joseph Biden. 

Defense. Senator Biden has time 
and again voted to abolish or seriously 
impair military systems needed to 
maintain an adequate U.S. defense in 
the face of the unprecedented Soviet 
military buildup. Some examples: 

September 28, 1973: Voted to scrap 
funding for a badly needed fourth 
Navy CVN-70 nuclear aircraft car¬ 
rier. 

June 4, 1975: Voted to delete fund- 
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ing for research and development of 
five systems, known as the counter¬ 
force program, to improve the ac¬ 
curacy of U.S. strategic missiles. 

May 20, 1976: Voted to scuttle the 
B-1 bomber by denying the funds 
necessary for its production. 

May 26, 1976: Voted to delete 
funds for 60 Minuteman III inter¬ 
continental ballistic missiles. 

July 13, 1977: Voted to prohibit 
production of the neutron warhead 
needed to counter Soviet tank su¬ 
periority in Europe. 

May 7, 1980. Favored an amend¬ 
ment to cut $2 billion from defense 
outlays and transfer the funds to 
socialist domestic programs. 

May 21, 1982. Backed aii amend¬ 
ment that sought to slash defense 
outlays by $18.9 billion in Fiscal Years 
1983-1985, and transfer $14 billion of 
that amount to sundry socialist do¬ 
mestic programs. 

From the standpoint of a strong 
and sovereign United States, the Biden 
defense record is indefensible. 

Abortion. On June 28, 1983, Sena¬ 
tor Biden voted against the proposed 
Constitutional Amendment which 
sought to overturn the 1973 Supreme 
Court decision {Roe v. Wade) which 
legalized abortion in the United 
States. And, on November 14, 1983, he 
also voted to scuttle an amendment 
which sought to make permanent a 
ban on the federal funding of abor¬ 
tion, bar federal insurance coverage 
to pay abortionists, encourage states to 
approve new anti-abortion laws, and 
grant expedited Supreme Court review 
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for challenges to new anti-abortion 
laws. 

Capital Punishment. Senator Bi¬ 
den has consistently opposed moves to 
put “teeth” into the death-penalty 
provisions of federal law in order to 
deal more justly with perpetrators of 
such heinous crimes as murder by tor¬ 
ture, assassination (or attempted as¬ 
sassination) of the President, etc. On 
March 13, 1974, for example, he voted 
against a bill which sought to set new 
standards and procedures for the im¬ 
position of the death penalty. On 
June 18, 1980, he voted to kill an 
amendment which would have estab¬ 
lished fair, equitable, and constitu¬ 
tional procedures for implementing 
the death penalty in accord with 
standards demanded by the Supreme 
Court. And, on February 22nd of this 
year, he voted against the bill (which 
passed nevertheless by a vote of 63 to 
32) to reinstitute the death penalty 
for such federal crimes as the as¬ 
sassination (or attempted assassina¬ 
tion) of the President, treason, es¬ 
pionage, and other specified crimes 
which result in the death of another. 

Balancing Act. The chief cause 
of inflation and high interest rates is 
massive deficit spending by the fed¬ 
eral government. A balanced Budget is 
therefore essential to any meaning¬ 
ful long-range fight against such de¬ 
bilitating economic evils. Yet Senator 
Biden has consistently opposed at¬ 
tempts to balance federal Budgets (as 
on November 29,1973; March 20,1974; 
May 8, 1980; November 18,1980; May 
11, 1981; etc., etc.). 
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On March 21, 1975, the Senator 
voted against an amendment to reduce 
salaries of Congressmen and Cabinet 
officials by the same percentage by 
which federal outlays exceeded fed¬ 
eral revenues (an attempt to create a 
personal incentive at the top level to 
cut spending). On September 27, 1979, 
he voted to kill a measure which 
sought to require that the federal 
Budget be balanced before any pay 
increase would be granted to federal 
workers and to decrease pay for fed¬ 
eral workers by the percentage that 
outlays exceeded revenues. And, on 
August 4, 1982, he voted against the 
proposed amendment to the Constitu¬ 
tion which sought to require a bal¬ 
anced Budget (except in wartime) at 
the beginning of each Fiscal Year 
unless a three-fifths majority of 
Congress agreed by roll-call vote to 
deficit spending. 

Taxes. One of the most unfair 
and destructive aspects of federal 
taxing policy is that which allows big¬ 
spending politicians to use the infla¬ 
tion they create to increase govern¬ 
ment’s tax take. It occurs when the pay 
increases that workers receive to keep 
up with inflation push them into 
ever-higher tax brackets, even though 
their actual purchasing power may not 
have increased (or may even have de¬ 
creased). Yet, on at least five occa¬ 
sions (August 3, 1976; April 28, 1977; 
December 6, 1979; June 26, 1980; and, 
July 16, 1981), Senator Biden opposed 
amendments which would have re¬ 
quired the indexing of income-tax 
brackets to take inflation into ac¬ 


count and abolish the cost-of-living 
penalty imposed by our disgraceful 
graduated tax structure. Also, on July 
22, 1982, the Senator voted against an 
amendment which sought to index the 
value of assets subject to capital- 
gains taxes. 

On March 21, 1975, the Senate con¬ 
sidered an amendment which would 
have raised the federal estate-tax ex¬ 
emption from $60,000 to $100,000. 
That same amendment would also 
have allowed those who inherit farms 
or woodlands to pay estate taxes on the 
value of the property’s existing use 
rather than its potential future value 
in alternative commercial uses. The 
idea was to help keep family farms 
and businesses in family hands. 
Joseph Biden opposed it. 

On September 22, 1976, the Senator 
voted to kill an amendment which 
would have authorized the awarding 
of attorneys’ fees in cases brought by 
the Internal Revenue Service against 
citizens in which no tax liability is 
established. 

On April 27, 1977, he voted against 
an amendment which would have 
permanently cut income-tax rates in 
all brackets by 10 percent. 

On June 26,1980, the Senator voted 
to kill an amendment intended to cut 
individual income-tax rates by 10 per¬ 
cent in 1981 and begin a program to 
allow faster tax writeoffs for busi¬ 
ness investments. 

On August 3, 1981, Joseph Biden 
voted for the Reagan tax-cut package 
authorizing a cut in individual income- 
tax rates by 25 percent over 33 months. 
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providing for “indexing” beginning in 
1985, etc. But, thereafter, the Senator 
worked to undo many of the most 
positive aspects of that legislation. 
For instance, he voted on May 20, 
1982, for an amendment to repeal the 
tax cut scheduled for July 1983. On 
June 29, 1983, he voted for a bill 
which sought to place a $720 per fam¬ 
ily limit on the year’s tax cut. On 
October 31, 1983, he voted against an 
amendment to express the sense of 
the Senate that no further tax in¬ 
crease should be enacted until Con¬ 
gress reduces spending by $3 for every 
$1 in revenue raised by the Tax Equity 
and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 1982 
(Public Law 97-248). And, on April 10, 
1984, he supported an amendment 
which attempted to delay until 1988 
the effective date for indexing tax 
brackets to offset inflation. 

Intelligence Identities Protection. 
There have been a number of at¬ 
tempts in recent years to undermine 
U.S. intelligence operations by public¬ 
ly revealing information intended to 
enable our enemies to identify intelli¬ 
gence personnel, destroy their useful¬ 
ness, and in some cases murder them. 
On March 18, 1982, the Senate over¬ 
whelmingly approved (by a vote of 90 
to 6) a bill to make it a felony pub¬ 
licly to expose the identities of U.S. 
covert intelligence officers, agents, 
informants, and sources. Senator 
Biden was among the half-dozen dis¬ 
senters. And, when the final con¬ 
ference report on the bill was adopted 
on June 10, 1982, the tally was a sim¬ 
ilarly lopsided 81 to 4, with Senator 
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Biden again voting with the tiny radi¬ 
cal minority seeking to deny our intel¬ 
ligence community this vitally neces¬ 
sary protection. 

Exclusionary Rule Limitation. In 

many instances during recent decades, 
unquestionably guilty perpetrators of 
serious (often capital) crimes have 
been freed due to technical violations 
of legal procedures by law-enforce¬ 
ment authorities. On February 7th of 
this year, the Senate moved to protect 
the rights of law-abiding citizens 
when it approved legislation to mod¬ 
ify the so-called “exclusionary rule” 
which forbids the use in trials of 
illegally obtained evidence. Specif¬ 
ically, the Senate bill sought to permit 
the use in federal criminal trials of 
evidence obtained by law-enforce¬ 
ment officers acting in a “good 
faith” belief that they were proceed¬ 
ing legally. The vote on this crucial 
measure was an overwhelming 63 to 24 
in favor of the change, but Joseph 
Biden voted with the criminal- 
coddling minority. 

Energy. On August 2, 1977, Senator 
Biden voted to establish the Depart¬ 
ment of Energy, a gargantuan bu¬ 
reaucracy which spends billions each 
year to stifle energy production 
through paperwork and regulation, yet 
produces not so much as a drop of oil. 
On May 18, 1977, the Senator even 
voted to kill an amendment which 
would have at least allowed Congress 
to review regulations promulgated by 
the Department and veto those which 
stifle production. 

On November 13, 1973, Senator 
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Biden was one of only five Senators 
to vote against legislation authorizing 
immediate construction of the Alas¬ 
kan pipeline. This in the face of that 
year’s energy “crisis.” And, one month 
later (December 14, 1973), he voted to 
kill an amendment which would have 
authorized trucks operating in inter¬ 
state commerce to transport any prop¬ 
erty on return trips rather than squan¬ 
der oil by returning empty. 

Government controls on energy pro¬ 
duction curb the incentive to find and 
produce energy resources, thereby cre¬ 
ating artificial shortages. Deregula¬ 
tion, on the other hand, allows prices 
to rise to the point where production 
becomes attractive, while competition 
settles prices at a Free. Market level. 
On January 28, 1981, President Rea¬ 
gan ordered the removal of price con¬ 
trols from oil and gasoline, a move 
which was largely responsible for the 
subsequent falling prices for gasoline 
in the wake of increased production 
(and competition) which followed de¬ 
control. On March 10,1981, the Senate 
considered (and rejected) an amend¬ 
ment which sought to nullify the 
President’s deregulation order. Sena¬ 
tor Biden voted to nullify. 

On October 4, 1977, the Senator 
voted against an amendment (which 
was nevertheless approved) to (1) end 
federal price controls on new natural 
gas found onshore, and (2) cease the 
regulation of new offshore gas by 
1982. And, on July 20, 1977, Senator 
Biden also voted for strip-mining leg¬ 
islation so drafted as seriously to in¬ 
hibit that relatively safe and eco¬ 


nomical method for extracting coal. 
Presented as a way to assure that land 
stripped of coal would be restored to 
its original cosmetic condition, the 
measure actually involved all sorts of 
roadblocks to production, including 
incentives for expensive and time- 
consuming harassment by environ¬ 
mental extremists. 

Amnesty And Education For Ille¬ 
gal Aliens: In May of 1983 the Sen¬ 
ate approved the controversial Im¬ 
migration Reform And Control Act 
which includes, among other things, a 
potentially disruptive proposal to 
grant amnesty to most of the millions 
of illegal aliens who have shown con¬ 
tempt for our nation’s laws and 
boundaries, thereby placing them on a 
path leading toward full Welfare 
benefits, employment in jobs which 
could otherwise be filled by unem¬ 
ployed Americans, and eventual citi¬ 
zenship with full voting rights. The 
potential social and economic costs to 
our country of such a move are 
frightening, especially when unem¬ 
ployment is high and the economy is 
suffering from massive federal 
deficits. On May 18, 1983, the Senate 
debated an amendment which would 
have eliminated the amnesty provision 
from the bill. Senator Biden voted 
against the amendment. 

Education. Federal aid to educa¬ 
tion (or anything else) is always ac¬ 
companied by direct or indirect fed¬ 
eral control of the recipient. In addi¬ 
tion, even Franklin D. Roosevelt ad¬ 
mitted prior to his election as Presi¬ 
dent that education was one of those 
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areas in which Washington “must not 
be encouraged to interfere,” since the 
Constitution grants Congress no legis¬ 
lative authority to act in the field. 
{New York Times, March 3, 1930) 
Nevertheless, Senator Biden has voted 
time and again to increase the federal 
role in (and control of) education. 

On July 17, 1975, for instance, the 
Senator voted to kill a provision, which 
the House had passed, to prohibit the 
Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare from enforcing its lu¬ 
dicrous edict compelling schools which 
receive federal aid to integrate by sex 
their physical-education classes and 
forcing professional and honorary 
fraternities and sororities sexually to 
integrate their membership. On April 
1, 1976, he also voted to strike down an 
important amendment providing that 
no federal court would have jurisdic¬ 
tion to hear or decide cases or contro¬ 
versies involving “public” schools, 
thus giving such jurisdiction to state 
courts, and thereby curbing federal 
authority over education by transfer¬ 
ring much of that authority back to 
the states. And, on June 29, 1977, 
Joseph Biden even voted against an 
amendment to relieve schools (except 
in cases of potential civil-rights viola¬ 
tions) of the obligation to fill out 
civil-rights survey forms for the 
1977-1978 school year if they had sub¬ 
mitted identical data to the Depart¬ 
ment of Health, Education and Wel¬ 
fare for 1976-1977. 

On September 24, 1979, the Senator 
voted to establish the Cabinet-level 
Department of Education, whose 
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thousands of employees with multi- 
billion-dollar Budgets now administer 
the scores of constitutionally ques¬ 
tionable federal education programs. 
Prior to that final vote, the Senate 
considered an amendment providing 
that any government elementary or 
secondary school receiving funds 
from the new Department be required 
to obtain parental approval before 
providing sex training for students. 
Senator Biden voted against that pro¬ 
posal. And, four days earlier, he also 
voted to kill an amendment which 
would have strengthened local control 
over education by allowing a majority 
of local education agencies to over¬ 
turn Education Department regula¬ 
tions by submitting their disapproval 
in writing within 30 days after the 
regulations are published. 

School Prayer. Senator Biden has 
consistently fought attempts to 
authorize voluntary prayer in govern¬ 
ment schools, whether by Constitu¬ 
tional Amendment or by having Con¬ 
gress remove from the federal courts 
their appellate jurisdiction over 
school-prayer cases (as authorized by 
Article III, Section 1, Paragraph 2 of 
the U.S. Constitution). For instance, 
on April 5, 1979, he voted against an 
amendment to remove the jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court and other fed¬ 
eral courts over any state laws or reg¬ 
ulations relating to voluntary prayer in 
“public” schools and buildings. And, 
on March 20th of this year, the Sena¬ 
tor voted against a proposed Constitu¬ 
tional Amendment which provided: 
“Nothing in this Constitution shall be 

The Review Of The NEWS, August 22, 1984 


construed to prohibit individual or 
group prayer in public schools or other 
public institutions. No person shall be 
required by the United States or by 
any State to participate in prayer. 
Neither the United States nor any 
State shall compose the words of any 
prayer to be said in public schools.” 

Pornography. On October 10, 1977, 
the Senate approved (by a lopsided 
vote of 73 to 13) an amendment to 
outlaw the interstate or foreign dis¬ 
tribution or sale of material showing 
children under 16 in sexual conduct. 
Senator Biden, commendably, voted 
for that amendment. However, prior 
to that final vote, when a motion was 
made to table (and therefore kill) the 
amendment, the Senator voted to kill. 
(Happily, the tabling motion was de¬ 
feated, 21 to 65.) 

And, on January 25, 1978, the Sen¬ 
ate adopted another amendment 
specifying that, in federal prosecu¬ 
tions for the distribution of obscene 
materials, the concept of “commu¬ 
nity,” under which a jury would deter¬ 
mine whether such materials appeal to 
prurient interest and are “patently 
offensive,” would mean “the state or 
local community in which the obscene 
material is disseminated” and not the 
nation as a whole (as some Supreme 
Court decisions had allowed). This 
sensible clarification of standards 
sought to recognize that in matters of 
obscenity the community standards 
of, say, San Francisco are likely to 
differ significantly from those of, 
say, Seaford, Delaware. Senator Bi¬ 
den, however, voted against it. 
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Women’s Commission And The 
E.R.A. In late 1975 and early 1976, 
Congress considered legislation to 
fund the notorious and disruptive Na¬ 
tional Commission on the Observance 
of International Women’s Year and 
its radical, anti-family, pro-Lesbian, 
pro-abortion agenda. On May 11, 1976, 
Senator Biden voted for an amend¬ 
ment which increased the Commis¬ 
sion’s funding from $3 million to $5 
million. Thanks to him, the increase 
passed by a vote of 46 to 45. 

In 1978, when it became obvious 
that the controversial Equal Rights 
Amendment would not be ratified 
within the required seven-year time 
limit, congressional Leftists simply 
scrapped the rules and voted to extend 
the ratification deadline by another 
39 months. The terms of that exten- 
tion were so blatantly unfair that they 
even provided that states which had 
ratified the E.R.A. would not be al¬ 
lowed to rescind their ratifications 
during the extention period, yet those 
which had already rejected the pro¬ 
posed amendment could reverse them¬ 
selves and approve it. On October 4, 
1978, Senator Biden voted to establish 
that one-sided ground rule. Two days 
later, he voted for the constitutionally 
questionable extension itself. 

O.S.H.A. The Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (O.S.H.A.), 
spawned by Congress in 1970, quickly 
established its well-deserved reputa¬ 
tion as one of the most despised of 
all federal regulatory entities. It has 
helped inflate the price of nearly 
everything we buy as businesses pass 
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along the expense of coping with the 
agency’s edicts and paperwork require¬ 
ments. Yet, it has had little or no 
provable impact in reducing workplace 
accidents or enhancing the health of 
employees. Senator Biden has resisted 
many attempts to moderate O.S.H.A.’s 
impact or at least allow small concerns 
to escape its clutches. For instance, he 
voted on September 17, 1975, to kill an 
amendment which sought to reduce 
from $1,000 to $50 the maximum 
O.S.H.A. penalty for first-instance 
violations of a non-serious nature. On 
June 28, 1977, the Senator voted 
against an amendment which would 
have required O.S.H.A. to prepare an 
economic impact statement for each 
of the regulations it issues, thereby 
subjecting the agency to some of the 
same medicine which Washington im¬ 
poses on the private sector. And, he 
has at one time or another opposed 
attempts to exempt from O.S.H.A.’s 
authority firms employing 25 or few¬ 
er persons (September 17, 1974), 10 or 
fewer (June 29, 1976), five or fewer 
(September 18, 1975), and even three 
or fewer (September 24, 1975). 

Food Stamps. The federal Food 
Stamp program was launched in 1961 
as a relatively modest $6 million pilot 
project intended to assist a few thou¬ 
sand truly needy citizens. Typically, it 
has metastasized into a nearly $12 6i7- 
lion per year income-transfer program 
larded with such abuse and waste that 
it is estimated that nearly 10 percent 
of the total is misspent or misdi¬ 
rected. Senator Biden has on many 
occasions opposed attempts to clean 
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up the program by curbing improper 
expenditures. 

On May 24, 1977, for instance, he 
voted against an amendment to bar 
college students from the Food 
Stamp trough. On May 14, 1980, he 
voted against another amendment 
which would have reduced Food 
Stamp benefits to families with 
children who were receiving subsi¬ 
dized, free, or reduced-price lunches 
at school, thereby eliminating expen¬ 
sive duplication. And, on at least 
half a dozen occasions (November 29, 
1973; May 21, 1974; July 22, 1974; 
July 31, 1973; April 5, 1976; and. May 
24, 1977), the Senator voted to kill 
amendments intended to preclude 
workers voluntarily on strike during 
labor disputes from receiving Food 
Stamps. 

Land Control. On June 21, 1973, 
Senator Biden was absent for the fi¬ 
nal vote on a federal land-use plan¬ 
ning bill which would have authorized 
federal grants to states to help them 
establish comprehensive land-control 
schemes. But he publicly announced 
that, had he been present, he would 
have voted for the scheme. Needless 
to say, the federal government would 
have retained authority to decide how 
the money could be used, and there¬ 
fore control the direction of the 
planning schemes. The bill repre¬ 
sented a major step toward complete 
federal control of practically all land 
in the United States. 

On the day prior to the final vote, 
the Senate considered a vicious 
amendment to the land-control bill 
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which provided that a state which 
failed to develop a federally sanc¬ 
tioned land-use planning program 
within five years would have its fed¬ 
eral-aid funds for highways, air¬ 
ports, and land-water conservation 
programs reduced until federal land- 
control requirements were met. This 
blatant attempt to bludgeon states 
into line was rejected, but Senator 
Biden voted for it. 

King Holiday. Prior to his assas¬ 
sination in April of 1968, civil-rights 
activist Martin Luther King Jr. com¬ 
piled an extensive record of instigat¬ 
ing mass violence uder the guise of 
“non-violent” resistance to laws with 
which he disagreed, associating with 
(and employing) known members of 
the Communist Party, U.S.A., parrot¬ 
ing the Marxist line on scores of is¬ 
sues, and engaging in morally ques¬ 
tionable escapades which are con¬ 
firmed by F.B.I. tapes that a federal 
judge in 1977 ordered placed in the 
National Archives for 50 years to pre¬ 
vent even congressional scrutiny. 

During consideration of legislation 
to make King’s birthday a holiday for 
federal workers, the Senate debated 
an amendment on October 18, 1983, to 
postpone a final vote on the issue 
until after the sequestered federal 
records on King could be obtained and 
examined either by the full Senate or 
a Select Committee established for 
that purpose. Senator Biden voted 
against this attempt to assure that the 
Senate would be fully informed about 
the King record prior to passing final 
judgment on the holiday Resolution. 
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The next day, he voted to instigate the 
holiday. 

Consumer Protection Agency. 

Radicals raking in millions from the 
so-called “consumer movement” la¬ 
bored for many years to establish a 
federal agency to propagandize their 
biases at taxpayers’ expense. Initially, 
it was to be a “Consumer Protection 
Agency,” then the “Agency for Con¬ 
sumer Advocacy,” and eventually the 
“Office of Consumer Representa¬ 
tion.” The basic idea in each case was 
to represent “Liberal” malcontents 
against producers before courts and 
federal agencies. The majority of 
American consumers who favor less 
government control of (and meddling 
in) the economy (and are fed up with 
footing the bill for special interests) 
would once again find themselves fi¬ 
nancing radicals engaged in discredit¬ 
ing and undermining Free Enterprise. 
On at least half-a-dozen occasions in 
1974 and 1975, Senator Joseph Biden 
cast votes favoring establishment of 
this outrageous collectivist bureau¬ 
cracy. 

Social Security Earnings Limita¬ 
tion. Social Security recipients under 
age 65 may currently earn a paltry 
$5,160 before having their Social 
Security checks penalized one dollar 
for every additional two dollars 
earned (an effective high-earnings 
tax rate of 50 percent). For those 
between ages 65 and 70, the earnings 
limitation is $6,960. 

On November 4, 1977, the Senate 
considered an amendment which 
would have lowered from 72 to 65 (by 

45 


1982) the age at which a person could 
earn unlimited income without losing 
any Social Security benefits. Senator 
Biden opposed that humane proposal, 
voting instead for a far less accept¬ 
able substitute which would merely 
have lowered the unlimited income age 
from 72 to 70. 

Union Dues. Senator Biden has re¬ 
ceived substantial backing from Big 
Labor during his political career and 
has, in turn, supported key anti-worker 
legislation favored by radical union 
bosses. On May 7,1974, he voted to kill 
an amendment which sought to brand 
as an unfair labor practice discrim¬ 
ination by an employer against an em¬ 
ployee who cited religious beliefs as 
the reason for refusal to join a labor 
union, even though the employee paid 
to charity an amount equal to dues, or 
the union waived such payments. On 
August 3, 1977, he voted to scuttle an 
amendment intended to prohibit the 
political use of labor-union funds 
collected under a compulsory union 
contract, thereby aligning himself 
with the “principle” of forcibly 
extracting money from workers’ 
paychecks to support candidates with 
whom they may vigorously disagree. 
And, as recently as May 22nd of this 
year, he similarly voted to kill an 
amendment aimed at barring the use 
of compulsory union dues for polit¬ 
ical purposes. 

On November 19, 1975, Senator Bi¬ 
den voted for the notorious “com¬ 
mon situs picketing” bill to permit the 
picketing of all builders at a con¬ 
struction site, even when the dispute 
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involves only one small contractor or 
subcontractor. And, on five separate 
occasions in June of 1978, the Senator 
voted to invoke cloture and bring to a 
vote a major labor-law bill which, had 
it not been turned back by a filibus¬ 
ter, would have greatly increased 
union-boss influence while subjecting 
employers who resist compulsory 
unionization to such severe and one¬ 
sided penalties that few would dare 
risk bucking even the most corrupt 
union. 

* * * 

There is more to report on Senator 
Biden’s voting record, but additional 
examples would only further demon¬ 
strate the Senator’s misplaced faith 
in the ability of Big Government to 
solve our problems while taxing us into 
the poor house. 

Congress largely operates under the 
seniority system and Senator Biden, 
with two terms of Senate service, can 
boast of his seniority. When the pow¬ 
er and influence accompanying 
seniority are used in proper ways to 
protect our basic political institutions 
and enhance our Free Market econom¬ 
ic system, they are indeed assets to 
both a state and the nation. But when 
wielded in a manner which under¬ 
mines the private sector, expands the 
size and expense of government, and 
stifles our military preparedness, they 
become a serious detriment to all con¬ 
cerned. Which is another reason why 
Senator Joseph Biden faces such a 
serious re-election challenge as the 
1984 campaign heads toward the No¬ 
vember 6th showdown. ■ ■ 
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